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RENOWNED NATIVE AMERICAN PHOTOS 
SUBJECT OF UPCOMING TALK
MISSOULA -
Between 1889 and 1926 Lee Moorhouse took the time to photograph cultures he 
thought were on the brink of disappearance around the Inland Northwest.
A little more than a century later, Steven Grafe, curator of the Native American 
Collections at the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City, selected 
80 photographs from the 3,000 Native American images chronicling Moorhouse’s work.
Grafe will present “A Voracious Eye: Lee Moorhouse and His Photographs of the 
‘Real West”’ at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 6, in Gallagher Business Building Room 122 at 
The University of Montana.
Moorhouse was an agent for the Umatilla Indian Reservation in Eastern Oregon and a 
neighbor to many of the American Indians he photographed, said Bill Farr, associate director 
of the O’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West, which is hosting the presentation. 
“Unlike so many Indian photographers at the turn of the century such as Edward S.
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Curtis and Walter McClintock, Moorhouse was not a some-time visitor but a reservation 
Indian agent and later a neighbor of many of the Indians he photographed,” Farr said. “He 
certainly romanticized his Indian subjects but he also produced numerous images of the 
Umatilla boarding school.”
Farr said Moorhouse thought of himself not as a professional photographer, but just an 
amateur documenting the frontier before it was gone.
The people Moorhouse photographed were Umatilla, Nez Perce and other Northwest 
tribes that frequently traveled through Western Montana on their way toward buffalo hunting 
grounds on the Great Plains, Farr said, “and so the images are relevant to Montana as well as 
the Columbia River Plateau.”
“It’s great to start with a Native American subject dealing with where we’re from and 
who we are,” he said.
The event is open to the public and admission is free.
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